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HELP FOR GROUPS TO GET INVOLVED IN PLANNING THEIR NEIGHBOURHOOD

Planning Aid offers free, Independent and professional advice on town and country planning issues to community groups and individuals who cannot afford to pay a planning consultant.  We use open, inclusive and real engagement methods, such as ‘Planning for Real’ activities, mapping and model making, encourage plain English and get the whole community involved. We carry out environmental education projects to encourage young people to think about the places and spaces in which they live, and how they can have their say.  

We work with regeneration schemes and community led plans such as Parish Plans and Area Action Plans.  Community led plans can be helpful to provide evidence of a need for a spatial facility and will also involve the whole community.  Money is sometimes available from The Big Lottery for such plans.  We encourage consultations to ‘piggy back’ on other events where large numbers of people attend, such as fetes and art weekends.   

We help communities understand how they can affect local development frameworks, and are working to help Local Strategic Partnerships to understand the planning system better to link up Community Strategies to land use plans. This programme is aimed at helping groups, particularly in disadvantaged areas, and if you would like more information, then please get in touch with us.

Dagmar Hutt, Community Planner, Planning Aid South.   Telephone:  01235 764108 or   dagmar.hutt@planningaid.rtpi.org.uk 

Our Caseworker helps with planning advice on law, procedures and regulations, and can be contacted on 0870240 7552

